EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1917

the death between a free civilization and that which
must crush it or be crushed by it, but could not be
parleyed with.

Ill

In the autumn of the year, while our troops were
dying in the Flanders bogs, the usual autumnal
sacrifice of an ally was all but consummated. On
24th October, on the middle Isonzo, an army of nine
Austrian divisions and six German burst in the
misty morning through the Italian front, and in a
fortnight's fighting forced it back from river line
to river line with a loss of 600,000 men.

The Central Powers left nothing to chance. In
the German contingent was included the two divisions
of the Alpenkorps, which had already distinguished
themselves in Rumania. Half of the field artillery was
replaced by mountain guns, and the whole army was
equipped not only for the practice of the new tactics,
but for a campaign in a hilly country. For months
they had been sowing tares in Italian fields. A secret
campaign was conducted throughout Italy, which
preached that peace might be had for the asking,
and urged Italian socialists to throw down their
arms and fraternize with their brothers from beyond
the mountains. If Austria attacked, it was said,
it was only to enforce the views of the Vatican
and establish the brotherhood of the proletariat;
let her advance be met with white flags and open
arms, and the reign of capitalism and militarism
would be over. This appeal, insidiously directed
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